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Our Mission: Committed to serving people with disabilities and

disadvantages by offering life-changing opportunities to achieve
independence.

 

Carolyn Johnson, Chief Mission
and Development Officer for
Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida

On behalf of all Goodwill SWFL employees, executive staff,
and Board of Directors, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who supports our mission. Your partnership,
collaboration, donations, and shopping in our stores make a
significant impact.

Did you know that 93 cents of every dollar goes directly to
helping individuals in Southwest Florida every day? Tens of
thousands of individuals and families benefit each year,
realizing their opportunities to move forward and create
sustainable lives for themselves. 

Thank you, Southwest Florida, for your unwavering support!
We wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving.  

Thanks for giving!

Donate Today

 
Mission Moments

 

Goodwill and Harry Chapin Offer
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Hurricane Relief

Goodwill worked with the Harry Chapin Food
Bank of Southwest Florida, Inc. to host a food
distribution event at the McGregor Goodwill on
Saturday, October 19th. Around 110 families
were served with food, and provided
information about available services by the
Goodwill CRC coordinators. Plus, gift cards
were given to families in need.

Goodwill's GIVE Program Assists
Employees Affected by Milton

After Hurricane Milton, our Opportunity Center on
Tice was closed for several days due to a power
outage. Many of our employees were not able to
work because of the closure.

Due to this loss, Goodwill was able to get a one-time
food distribution from Harry Chapin to help these
employees. Harry Chapin delivered 7 pallets of
canned food, pasta and milk, and we were able to
distribute them to our employees through the G.I.V.E.
program (Goodwill Investing in Valued Employees).
Lourdes Forste, our Goodwill Employee Resources
Specialist coordinated the benefit.

Goodwill Provides Charlotte
County with Hurricane Assistance

The Virginia B. Andes Volunteer Community
Clinic and Goodwill Community Resource
Center partnered to bring essential resources
directly to folks in Charlotte County who were
negatively affected by Hurricanes Milton and
Helene.

Goodwill's mobile unit joined the Mobile
Medical Clinic at Harold Avenue Park Comfort
Station at 23400 Harold Ave. in Port Charlotte
on October 17, 18, and 21st. From medical
services to FEMA application assistance, free
services were provided to those in need.

Our Goodwill Community Resource Center (CRC) in Port Charlotte has experienced staff who
can help anyone with damages from the hurricanes apply for FEMA and SBA assistance.
 
Additional services provided by the Goodwill Community Resource Center include: disaster
unemployment technical assistance, job search assistance and internet and website portal
navigation. The Resource Center phone number is (941) 255-3884.

The Charlotte County CRC is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday- Friday and is located inside the
Peachland Plaza Goodwill store, 24123 Peachland Blvd, Unit B1, Port Charlotte.

https://www.facebook.com/HarryChapinFoodBank?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXzJQbc6WECjTy_vvzxyg1wFqAcS5f5EidJqZEORHSVG6R_raUUC2auKjnLOlZB9H2VU8Es5JBXK6ozNTjb7HcYaUG3bszYeW-IoMkJ_ogMPLvbrizPMcc4EVYl8eZQAvgfQW6Our6s84Z_-E9P-cnLcTIVqaeUCcf4KFwbHKo4vYOfyHeIqYVJF9SJxnWyfFU&__tn__=-%5DK-R


 

Amalia Cruz, Goodwill Community
Resource Center Coordinator at
West Cape.

Providing Help in Cape Coral

After Hurricane Ian, I drove through the community to
assist people affected by the hurricane. Through the
English as a Second Language (ESL) class that I
hold at the West Cape Community Resource Center,
I heard about a family in the community who were in
dire need since the hurricane. It was a family of 5
people (2 kids and 3 adults). Fearing storm damage
during Milton, they evacuated to Miami. Due to high
winds the electrical system caused a fire, and their
house burned down. It was very sad. It was a total
loss.
 
They happened to be there trying to clean up the
area with the help of family and friends as I drove
through the neighborhood. I had the opportunity to
stop by and provide some assistance. I issued
community cards for household goods and clothing
from Goodwill and provided information about other
services and resources that Goodwill offers. I also
referred them to United Way 211 for further
assistance. To this day, I regularly follow up with
them through calls and texts to learn how they are
coming along with their recovery.

Fort Myers Beach Assistance

The Goodwill Mobile Unit will be at Fort Myers
Beach library on Friday, Nov 22nd, from 9:00am to
1:00pm. Our Mobile Coordinator will be providing
information about Goodwill free services and helping
those struggling with loses from the hurricanes.

FMB Strong
Hurricane Ian Relief Center
820 Buttonwood, FMB 33931

Each month we are pleased to share with you
transformative mission moments!

​As you learn more about the different ways we uplift
our community, we hope you are inspired and will join
us in helping people enhance their quality of life by

eliminating barriers to work, opportunity, and
independence. 

For more information on how you can help transform lives,
please contact me, Ashley Price, Director of Development at



ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org 

Yes! I want to Transform Lives Today.

Breakfast with the President

We hosted our last Breakfast with the
President for 2024 on Thursday, Nov 11th.

Thank you to all the local business leaders
who came. Stay tuned for our 2025 dates.

We will always accommodate private tours of
our facility. Reach out to Alex Damerell at
alexdamerell@goodwillswfl.org to schedule.

2nd Annual Lehigh Acres Career Fair

Goodwill partnered with the East County Library to
offer the 2nd Annual Lehigh Acres Career Fair on
Friday, October 11th. About 20 local employment
and resource partners attended the event at the
East County Regional Library located at 881
Gunnery Road in Lehigh Acres.

From left to right: Iris Figueroa, Del Prado CRC
Coordinator; Amalia Cruz, West Cape CRC Coordinator;
Tim Goodman, Employee Relations Specialist; and
Sheila Hernandez, Lehigh CRC Coordinator

 

Paychecks for Patriots

We attended the Paychecks for Patriots Hiring
Event at Next Level Church on Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd in Fort Myers. This event was
open to veterans, their families, and the general
public! Over 30 employers were on-site, offering
full-time and part-time positions in various
industries.
Our Employee Relations Specialist, Tim
Goodman, and Yunier Lopez, one of our Mobile
CRC Coordinators, shared many of the Goodwill
SWFL resources that can help job seekers.

mailto:ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org
https://goodwillswfl.org/gift


Better Together Job Fair

Goodwill participated in the Better Together Job &
Resource Fair at Grace Church in Ft. Myers on
Thursday, October 24th. Many attendees got to learn
about all the great resources offered through Goodwill's
Community Support Services. Yunier Lopez (our
Goodwill Mobile Coordinator), Iris Figueroa (our Del
Prado CRC Coordinator) & Tim Goodman (our Employer
Relations Specialist) were on hand to assist.

Goodwill Community Services

Our Goodwill team was out on, Thursday, October 31st, at a
Community Resource Event. Our staff helped 100 attendees
learn about the many Goodwill services offered at our
Community Resource Centers (CRCs), and about upcoming
events.

From left to right: Daisy Barreto, Bonita Springs CRC
Coordinator; Yunier Lopez, Goodwill Mobile CRC Coordinator;
Iris Figueroa, Del Prado CRC Coordinator, and Tim Goodman,
Goodwill's Employee Relations Specialist.

  Celebrating 15 Years

Tim Goodman, our Employer
Relations Specialist just celebrated his
15th anniversary with Goodwill
Industries of Southwest Florida. Tim
coordinates the many job fairs that
Goodwill hosts throughout the year,
and plays a huge role in other
community job fairs that we attend to
offer support. His networking ability
has forged strong community
relationships with many local
businesses and other nonprofits so
that collectively we can support the
needs of SWFL.

Celebrating 5 Years

Dawn Bailey, is the Goodwill SWFL Quality Assurance
Manager, and she just celebrated her 5th anniversary with us.
Dawn is instrumental in making sure our organization is in
compliance with all of the rules and regulations for our CARF
Accreditation. CARF® International is an independent,



nonprofit accreditor of health and human services programs.
Dawn works closely with our Disability Services team, and
assists with grant tracking and reporting so that we continue to
qualify for much-needed grants to help fund our programs.

MicroEnterprise
 

MircoEnterprise Fort Myers
Class Graduation

The Fort Myers MicroEnterprise class
graduated at the Southwest Florida
Enterprise Center on Thursday, October
24th. These graduates have joined the
many other aspiring entrepreneurs who
have completed the six-week small
business class, and are one step closer to
launching their own small business.

The SWFL MicroEnterprise Institute is a small business program offered by Goodwill Industries of
Southwest Florida that provides aspiring small business owners with the skills they need to
succeed as entrepreneurs and become more independent.

Since its inception, the program has graduated 1147 individuals, and assisted in
starting/strengthening 660 businesses, giving employment opportunity for additional 55
individuals. To date over 70% are still in operation.

These small business classes are offered to residents of Charlotte (including North Port), Collier,
Glades, Hendry, and Lee counties. For more information about upcoming classes, contact
Sandra Plazas at sandraplazas@goodwillswfl.org, or call (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2304.

Learn More

  Thank You Third Federal
Savings & Loan

Thank you to Third-Federal Savings Bank
for the Financial Gift of $10,000 to support
the Southwest Florida MicroEnterprise
Institute. Small businesses provide their
local economies with new jobs, products,
revenue, services and more.

Thank You Bank OZK

https://goodwillswfl.org/microenterprise


We would like to thank Bank OZK for their
continued support of the MicroEnterprise
program. 
 
Classes in Cape Coral start on February
10, 2025. Sign up now! Contact Sandra
Plazas at (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2304, or
sandraplazas@goodwillswfl.org to save
your seat. Class size is limited, so call
today!

More Information
Left to right is Jeremy Fioravanti, Alysia
Ballard, Sandra Plazas, and Harvey Ruiz.

  
Pathways to Opportunity

 
Paul Mitchell Hosts Getaway Days for
Pathways to Opportunity

The Paul Mitchell School Fort Myers sponsored
participants from Goodwill’s Pathways to
Opportunity (PTO) Men’s and Women’s Clubs for
two special Getaway Days. On November 1st and
November 8th, participants enjoyed an afternoon of
pampering and learned about the importance of
self-care.

This partnership reflects Goodwill SWFL’s ongoing
commitment to fostering inclusive opportunities for
individuals with disabilities while promoting greater
understanding and inclusivity within the community.
 
Both days of our Participant Getaway Days were a
hit! Huge thanks to the talented team at Paul
Mitchell The School Fort Myers for pampering our
participants and making the day so special.

PTO Advocacy Council Elections

We’re excited to announce our Advocacy
Council elections! A huge thank you to the Lee
County Supervisor of Elections staff for helping
our participants develop valuable voting skills.
Empowering individuals through education and
active participation is what it's all about!

https://goodwillswfl.org/microenterprise
https://www.facebook.com/PMTSfortmyers?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUZEVbksayTxsXKODeWiVlHVkGO1QnC9i2t1B-Rlvh8U2m7Sl4Wzyja5TTw8-Kt1Gr-4VtS7qn_Sr3iaUPvmYvcok1FzX3Fn8hMbrZKj8Bs4IxKtHKjK4rTuhM07lCqYjFcBbHpsYB9dvQntNDIqV8BlBKN9LhsYqZQyvd8oRyZdJIz1SV44_pOOAKGJ762Z5s&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/LeeCountyElections?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVccjG39BS19KxCTXlAkKJlw3pOSt4VGJpShBwXAXcsHSlp1bKR5t1q7PZZFPJTEQTRXavQZ7aCd1wr3qKwKV_m3MsGBvS7sYz7Y0ROsBtK_yAPkUCNrH8CrDNT83gKZaPiQyhoOYql5eg9dTWdlKttXRHAq5ktWgSKgL8ajhNAwmrWR0Kf_LMXD3Bl-fo9QUU&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Fleet Feet Fort Myers &
Pathways to Opportunity

Our participants had an amazing time at our recent
Fleet Feet Fort Myers outing! This event helped
kick off our fitness journey as we gear up for next
year’s Strides for Inclusion 5K!

A huge thank you to Fleet Feet for supporting us in
staying active and getting ready for the big race. We
can’t wait to keep moving forward together!

United Way Brings
Birthday Joys to PTO

We are so grateful to United
Way of Lee, Hendry and
Glades for their generous
donation of birthday Lego
kits! These amazing kits will
be used to make our monthly
birthday celebrations for participants extra special
and memorable. 

With your support, we can continue to bring joy and
creativity to every celebration. Thank you for helping
us make a difference in the lives of our community!

Kendra Scott Giveback Event

Exciting news! Kendra Scott has given the ladies from
Pathways to Opportunity the chance to design a beautiful
bracelet called Crown of Opportunity! This special piece will be
available on Friday, December 13th in-store from 12-2 PM or
online at kendrascott.com.
Don’t miss out on this unique way to support and celebrate our
Pathways to Opportunity program – get yours while they last!

Huge Thanks for Funding PTO

https://www.facebook.com/fleetfeetfortmyers?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUUDks7d106PfmgjWcqBwn8na6_ImC759AYdvK6vvEgXshld7xjxuA8zbNRc89k6PIQHkJUAVmFCvlfuxiXfIaNgNaycBlqnS_PdkdHQibGaDKfJPWi0ta54pOaSJKXXys9QEKnM3b3laDUIANFEGMTfNBL5xA9aXk-nFdpiEZ-77CYS23faLra4Hi2rsoim3w&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.kendrascott.com/


Scholarships

We want to give a huge shout out to the
Margaret McCartney & R. Parks Williams
Charitable Foundation for funding three
scholarships for Pathways to Opportunity.
Thank you for your charity and support.

PTO Giving Tree Fundraiser

As the holiday season approaches, we invite you to make a meaningful impact in the lives of our
participants by joining our Holiday Giving Tree initiative. This year, we’re hoping to provide each
of our participants with a special gift, and with your help, we can make this holiday season truly
memorable for them.
 
Through our Holiday Giving Tree, you can select items from our Wishlist to purchase for our
participants. Each gift will go directly to one of our participants, bringing joy and a sense of
celebration to them during the holidays.



How to Participate:
 
1. Review our Wishlist and choose one or more items to gift: Pathways to Opportunity Participant
Holiday Wishlist
 
2. If you prefer to purchase items in person - please call 239-823-1625 and we can provide you
with a tag for a participant. 
 
All items must be delivered to Pathways to Opportunity, 5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers, by
December 16th. Please feel free to share with anyone who may want to help us make this
holiday season a success! 
 
Your contribution will help us ensure that each participant has a reason to celebrate. Thank you
for your kindness and support!

 

Community Services
Free Ongoing Classes

Citizenship Classes
Join us every Tuesday from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM at the Goodwill Community Resource
Center in Cape Coral for free citizenship classes. We assist with your citizenship
application and test preparation. Students must reserve a spot with Keith Edison in
advance (text: 508-662-2121). Bring a copy of your application, a notebook, and a pen.
Supportive friends are welcome to come along. 

Nutrition Classes
Free Nutrition classes are offered at Goodwill Community Resource Centers in Fort Myers
and Bonita Springs. Participants can eat the foods prepared in the class. For more
information contact Hilda (Fort Myers) at 239-995-2106 Ext 2228, or Daisy (Bonita
Springs) at 239-318-4644.

ACCESS Training
ACCESS Class is offered every Friday at 9:00 AM at the Bonita Springs CRC. Goodwill
CRC coordinators are teaching the community how to create a new account in the
MyACCESS Portal and do a renewal (or a new application). This is a free service offered
by Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida. Contact Daisy or Linda at (239) 318-4644, or
stop by the Bonita CRC at 11601 Bonita Beach Road, SE.

Digital Skills Classes
If you want to improve your computer skills, Goodwill provides FREE courses, online
and in person, covering basic topics such as typing, using a mouse, email, internet
navigation, and more. We also offer advanced software classes, including Microsoft Word,
Excel, PowerPoint, and Office 365. Call (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2226 or Ext. 2228 to locate
the nearest Goodwill Community Resource Center and get started today! 

Visit our Website

 
Opportunity Accelerator

Invest in yourself! Goodwill offers employability skills, digital skills, and other free
workshops at all Community Resource Centers throughout SWFL. It just takes a
commitment from you to take advantage of these free classes that are aimed at helping
you take the next step forward! Click HERE to get started. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/32SL1IHSFJF50/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://goodwillswfl.org/digital-training-certifications
https://goodwillswfl.org/opportunity-accelerator-oa


 

Calling all Opportunity Makers!

Join us in creating a brighter future for someone. Become an Opportunity Maker! To
sponsor one of our Community Resource Centers and/or employability workshops,

please get in touch with Ashley Price at (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2213 or email
AshleyPrice@goodwillswfl.org.

  
Events

 



Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida and the Sidney & Berne Davis Art Center (SBDAC)
presents the 18th Annual Festival of Trees, December 5, 2024 through December 8, 2024. This
annual fundraiser benefits both community nonprofits, and has become a holiday tradition in
Southwest Florida for thousands of families. 

The 4-day event ushers in the holidays at the SBDAC located at 2301 First Street in the River
District of Fort Myers. Throughout the Festival of Trees event, the public can view the beautifully
decorated trees, purchase raffle tickets, and vote for their favorite trees. On Sunday, people wait
in anticipation to see if their ticket is called as a winner of one of the trees.

Tickets to the event can be purchased in advance at: https://www.sbdac.com/.  For Festival of
Trees 2023 at a Glance visit: fortmyersfestivaloftrees.com   

Festival of Trees 2024
Presenting Sponsor

A huge THANK YOU to Publix Super Markets
Charities who is this year’s presenting sponsor
with a financial gift of $17,500 to help make our
18th Annual Festival of Trees possible.

https://www.sbdac.com/
http://fortmyersfestivaloftrees.com/


Retail News
 

With Gratitude at this Time of Year

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida is
profoundly grateful for our donors and
shoppers. We could not positively impact the
lives of about 25,000 people each year without
your support.

We wish you and your family a wonderful
Thanksgiving Day. Our stores will be closed on
Thursday, November 28th, so that our
employees can enjoy Thanksgiving with their
friends and families. Thank you for your
understanding, and we look forward to seeing
you on Friday, November 29th for our HUGE
Black Friday Sale!!!

Don’t miss the GOODWILL BLACK FRIDAY SALE!

It’s the BIGGEST one-day sale day EVER! Doors Open extended hours from 8 am to 9 pm.



50% off - ALL DONATED GOODS
50% off at blue BOUTIQUES

20% off - NEW GOODS
20% off - NEW MATTRESSES

20% off at GOODWILL OUTLET

PLUS, watch for special DOORBUSTERs with HUGE savings!





If you love our work then tell the world! Stories about us from people like you
will help us make an even bigger impact in our community.

GreatNonprofits – the #1 source of nonprofit stories and feedback – is
honoring highly regarded nonprofits with their 2024 Top-Rated List. Won’t
you help us raise visibility for our work by posting a brief story of your
experience with us? All content will be visible to potential donors and
volunteers. It’s easy and only takes 3 minutes! Go here to get started!

https://greatnonprofits.org/reviews/write/goodwill-industries-of-southwest-
florida

http://m2.greatnonprofits.org/ls/click?upn=u001.13lEnyzMEDrhFDw0clQ4PH1H1s0fw0C-2FiXV9Qr3ZA9-2FAhUipyTQ1L3vzFdRwHA1vDjWMnSxJodbG7dcZADfrqMO8BcO86tAkjztvlS76yxItaybM-2FJkUM45W0ipYWtTwr8F5uZORJ9qh-2Bwv-2B94T9TOAbDlmKFIAvPNDCo5h5dNicrAVpOciAGBIIKYEMsxASTZASWvUxNoYTGkhmzFWK-2BQ-3D-3D1m4o_7YdG3fnVyM4azKSxpZUdzgqlB6FqOTqnIivRsEGgr-2Bo2F1THDSkKpi7pcD-2FMtEm8Si23Jf9popAeC0qZzUjgmqHy2294jCTN-2B1w-2FM63hK8WZL7X22YnrB-2BwKjeHcW3ti-2Fd-2BY80YDcrswh3ayv3TRTZoZGRObT-2BTmNLWOtw4Qc-2FTsg4Lfr-2BLx5ks0kmkvZSS7XmDKqzY0n5JDhnapc-2FtArB9Ocj3UYQEaoNA5takyFhnTuAhWKT0a7UF2kSFHGL9bBQ-2FBQ5lh6WlJI143HaEcjFrMaegrF55InOylacgY0dw-3D


Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. l (239) 995-2106 l email l website

Stay Connected

Don't forget to leave a review on Facebook or Google if you've visited
one of our locations recently. 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. has received a Platinum rating by Candid
(formerly GuideStar). https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141. Our charitable contributions/solicitation
registration # is CH1930. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN
THE STATE OF FL. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY
THE STATE. PLEASE VISIT www.800helpfla.com FOR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida | 5100 Tice Street | Fort Myers, FL 33905 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:info@goodwillswfl.org
http://www.goodwillswfl.org
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141
http://www.800helpfla.com/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	Mission Moments
	Goodwill and Harry Chapin Offer Hurricane Relief
	Goodwill's GIVE Program Assists Employees Affected by Milton
	Providing Help in Cape Coral
	Fort Myers Beach Assistance
	Breakfast with the President
	Paychecks for Patriots
	Better Together Job Fair
	Goodwill Community Services
	Celebrating 15 Years
	Celebrating 5 Years

	MicroEnterprise
	MircoEnterprise Fort Myers
	Class Graduation
	Thank You Third Federal Savings & Loan
	Thank You Bank OZK

	Pathways to Opportunity
	Paul Mitchell Hosts Getaway Days for Pathways to Opportunity
	PTO Advocacy Council Elections
	Fleet Feet Fort Myers &
	Pathways to Opportunity
	United Way Brings Birthday Joys to PTO
	Kendra Scott Giveback Event
	Huge Thanks for Funding PTO Scholarships
	PTO Giving Tree Fundraiser

	Community Services
	Free Ongoing Classes
	ACCESS Training

	Opportunity Accelerator
	Events
	Festival of Trees 2024
	Presenting Sponsor


