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Our Mission: Committed to serving people with disabilities and

disadvantages by offering life-changing opportunities to achieve
independence.

 

Mission Moments

We Earned Platinum Transparency For 2024

We’ve earned our Platinum Seal of Transparency
with @Candid.org! Get updates on our impact through our
#NonprofitProfile
​https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141

Search: Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida
@Candid.org

Click Here

Annual Breakthrough Award Ceremony

You are cordially invited to the most anticipated event of the year – Goodwill SWFL annual
Breakthrough Awards! Get ready to shine and walk the red carpet with us as we celebrate the
shining stars of Goodwill who have truly made our mission possible. This night is all about
honoring those who have not only embraced our mission but have thrived through it, significantly
impacting our community. It's a can't-miss extravaganza filled with glitz, glamour, and heartfelt
moments. Click the image below to register and learn about sponsorship opportunities! 

http://www.goodwillswfl.org
http://www.goodwillswfl.org/mission/
http://www.goodwillswfl.org/locations/
mailto:info@goodwillswfl.org
http://www.facebook.com/goodwillswfl
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nonprofitprofile?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWlvKA6P5mITeYFqvtLqnhUqolVNYX0LfwV1HaGpcXfp6AF9fBq5I_O3A57dhgAoviZAcNlBUOL5PlPgHrv-LFj6p7yBf5fmrpPgedme7RbRN7BgwaAyECTKLoXfFL2F4-RrJ_whuUoizQFxiFvqCEIsjj7WfKgiL-fSq0qJcho8vNtKPKje6MFWcMs7EB7irw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141?fbclid=IwAR1IrjS0WLqwOSCUERhxXaZ_NGLMikbLmqzUh8S3mQtJy8emtB7F45VV9x8
https://www.facebook.com/goodwillswfl?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWlvKA6P5mITeYFqvtLqnhUqolVNYX0LfwV1HaGpcXfp6AF9fBq5I_O3A57dhgAoviZAcNlBUOL5PlPgHrv-LFj6p7yBf5fmrpPgedme7RbRN7BgwaAyECTKLoXfFL2F4-RrJ_whuUoizQFxiFvqCEIsjj7WfKgiL-fSq0qJcho8vNtKPKje6MFWcMs7EB7irw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/2023breakthrough
https://youtu.be/09BgDznOM3k
https://youtu.be/n-sk7gWv5Jk
http://www.instagram.com/goodwillswfl
http://www.facebook.com/goodwillswfl
http://www.twitter.com/goodwillswfl


Building Your Resources for a Better Life

Go from surviving to thriving! Take the first step towards a brighter future. Classes are held every
Thursday from 9 am to noon until June 6th at the Goodwill Community Resource Center at 5100
Tice Street in Fort Myers. Breakfast and snacks are provided.



Celebrating 10 Years

Congratulations to Jessica Tursi, Director
of Disability Services and Disability
Navigation, who is celebrating 10 years
with Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida.

Jessica is the Director of the Pathways to
Opportunity program serving 98
individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities, and helps
families navigate disability services.

Goodwill Helps Host Career,
Trades, and Community Fair

Goodwill helped host a Career, Trades &



Community Fair at SWFL Enterprise
Center, 3903 Dr. M.L. King Jr. Blvd, Suite
5, Fort Myers. Thank you to all who
participated. It was a great collaborative
effort serving the community!

Free Access Training

Our Bonita Springs Community Resource
Center (CRC) offers Access Class every
Friday at 9 am. Goodwill CRC coordinators are
teaching the community how to create a new
ACCESS Portal and do a renewal (or a new
application). This is a free service offered by
Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida.
Contact Daisy or Linda at (239) 318-4644, or
stop by the Bonita CRC at 11601 Bonita Beach
Road, SE.

Bonita Springs Nutrition Class

Our Goodwill Community Resource Center (CRC) in
Bonita Springs offers free Nutrition Classes every
Wednesday at noon. Stop in and get connected with
valuable resources to help.

Goodwill's Opportunity Accelerator

Are you looking for training, employability skills, or career advancement opportunities toward
financial stability? For more information about the Opportunity Accelerator program click here!

https://goodwillswfl.org/opportunity-accelerator-oa


Make 2024 the best year ever! Invest in yourself! Goodwill offers employability
skills, digital skills, and other free workshops at all Community Resource Centers
throughout SWFL. It just takes a commitment from you to take advantage of these
free classes that are aimed at helping you get further! Click HERE to get started. 

https://goodwillswfl.org/opportunity-accelerator-oa


Be a part of someone's brighter future. Become an Opportunity Maker!  To
sponsor one of our Community Resource Centers and/or employability
workshops, contact Ashley Price at (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2213, or email

AshleyPrice@goodwillswfl.org

Visit our Website

Free Ongoing Classes

Citizenship Classes at Del Prado CRC
Join us every Tuesday from 10 am to Noon at the Goodwill Community Resource Center
in Cape Coral for free citizenship classes. We assist with your citizenship application and
test preparation. Students must reserve a spot with Keith Edison in advance (text: 508-
662-2121). Bring a copy of your application, a notebook, and a pen.
Supportive friends are welcome to come along. 

Nutrition Classes at Goodwill CRCs
Free Nutrition classes are offered at Goodwill Community Resource Centers in Fort Myers
and Bonita Springs. Participants can eat the foods prepared in the class. For more
information contact Hilda (Fort Myers) at 239-995-2106 Ext 2228, or Daisy (Bonita
Springs) at 239-318-4644.

Access Training
Access Class is offered every Friday at 9 am at the Bonita Springs CRC. Goodwill CRC
coordinators are teaching the community how to create a new Access Portal and do a
renewal (or a new application). This is a free service offered by Goodwill Industries of
Southwest Florida. Contact Daisy or Linda at (239) 318-4644. Or stop by the Bonita CRC
at 11601 Bonita Beach Road, SE.

Digital Skills Classes at All Goodwill CRCs
If you want to improve your computer skills, Goodwill provides FREE online courses
covering basic topics such as typing, using a mouse, email, internet navigation, and more.
We also offer advanced software classes, including Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint,
and Office 365. Call (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2226 or Ext. 2228 to locate the nearest Goodwill

mailto:ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org
https://goodwillswfl.org/digital-training-certifications


Community Resource Center and get started today!

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 9 am to noon, Goodwill Community Resource Center staff will
be at the Cape Coral Caring Center to provide assistance with Medicaid, SNAP, and more. Se
Habla Espanol. The Cape Coral Caring Center is located at 1420 SE 47th St, Cape Coral, FL
33904.

United Way Publix Appreciation Week

Publix Stores raised more than $1.1 million for United
Way in Lee County for the 2023-2024 Campaign! As
a United Way community partner, Goodwill Industries
of Southwest Florida was invited to be a part of the
United Way Publix Appreciation Day. We are
celebrating 44 Years of Publix serving this
community!



 

We are grateful for our sponsors and donors
 

Pathways to Opportunity received a
$25,000 financial gift from the Karpus
Family Foundation to support furthering
charitable endeavors.

 

 

Pathways to Opportunity
Gouverneur Signature Event

Advocacy Update - We're thrilled to share that Senate Bill 1758,
aimed at improving care navigation services, has passed! Pathways
to Opportunity had the incredible opportunity to have
representatives present during this pivotal moment, advocating for
the needs and rights of individuals with disabilities and their
families.

This groundbreaking legislation will:
Require the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) to provide
care navigation services.

Align care plans with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for students
with disabilities.

Introduce online APD service applications for better access.
Create a comprehensive transition waiver for clients entering
adulthood.

Reduce crisis response time from 45 to 15 days. Lower the aging
caregiver threshold from 70 to 60.

This is a significant step toward a more inclusive, supportive
environment. Thanks to Senate President Kathleen
Passidomo and all involved�

Florida State Gov. Ron DeSantis
signing Senate Bill 1758.

 
  World Down Syndrome Day

We celebrated World Down Syndrome Day on March
21st with a crazy sock parade at the Goodwill
Opportunity Center.

Let's shine a light on the abilities, accomplishments,
and incredible spirit of individuals with Down
syndrome. Together, we embrace diversity, promote
inclusion, and celebrate the beauty of every



individual. Join us in spreading love and acceptance
today and every day!

Visit to FOX 4

Our Pathways to Opportunity group received an
exclusive Fox 4 TV station tour, diving deep into the
world of broadcasting and learning the ins and outs
of bringing the news to our community.

A massive THANK YOU to the entire team at Fox 4,
especially Anchor & Reporter Shari Armstrong, for
welcoming us with open arms and for such an
educational and fun tour. The knowledge and
insights gained from this visit have left a lasting
impression on all of us.

We're grateful for community partners like Fox 4 who
open their doors and hearts to our participants,
helping us to broaden their horizons and explore new
interests.

A Tip of the Hat to Felton Hat Co.!

PTO had an unforgettable Hat Bar experience
with the Felton Hat Co. Our Women's Club had
a blast customizing their own hats, adding a
touch of personal flair to each unique piece.

A massive THANK YOU to the team at Felton
Hat Co. for making this experience so special
and for helping us express our individual styles
in such a fun and creative way.

Best Buddy Friendship Walk

https://www.facebook.com/feltonhatco?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXr67Ara9frkYXqb1R3qsuKA4IzKFXzpuRrXTWJyqbVYu8mX8ZR9HEjgDvrFiNcmYerZDgbstRWbZD0soLdXgoCriaTRKRxrl-CIPd4yVAMfuL9B4sh41wf6rywFYQd16VQakK8KaCY2nT0ug2w5xBXepv9_Mkvvzbub4byVnJNqtpe5VYXQm3k8hD7egB0X9GHkC7jcZBpRIdYf38I2--u&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R


Join Pathways to Opportunity’s Best Buddies Friendship Walk Team!

We're excited to announce that PTO is forming a team for the Best Buddies Friendship
Walk happening on April 27th at Estero Community Park! This is a fantastic opportunity to
support an amazing cause, enjoy a beautiful day out, and make unforgettable memories
with the Pathways community.

Do you want to be part of something special? Let us know if you're interested in joining our
team! Contact Jessica Tursi at (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2301, or email
jessicaavalos@goodwillswfl.org

Together, we can make a huge impact. Let's walk for friendship, inclusion, and a world of
unlimited possibilities. See you at the park!

Outings provide PTO participants with
opportunities to practice life skills like safety,

communication, patience, building
relationships, and more. To support

community engagement events for our
participants, click the donate button.

 

Donate

Pet Therapy Comes to the Rescue

Today was a bit ruff, but thanks to our furry
friends from Pet Therapy, the day got a whole
lot brighter! Their unconditional love worked
wonders, providing the comfort and joy we all
needed.

https://www.facebook.com/friendshipwalk?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU-3vbHO_ctBQxR7YGxQ8leZgbqWxEcW9nnWQLXrKEpCaly1kc0vIxwml5PZ1yReDVBwro5nPG8yEFcDoKX1nhu8EPjbiNiUBwPdBr9LNWJNZk6jbYYwFmG2lfoZipPnpbWSrW0qEjzI_AwFUfxAkx2drwFNkDDikUBJmRJyy0HgumFiSI1tu9UVKtgTINzJaHfREqPsc20reqGcifwIl_u&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://donorbox.org/make-your-impact-on-your-swfl-community-today


Fort Myers Fire Station Visit

Chief Tracy McMillion, from the Fort Myers Fire Department, and his staff provided a full
tour of the fire station, fire trucks, engines, and equipment for our Pathways to Opportunity
participants. They discussed with the Fire Chief how important values and goals are for his
staff. Participants operated the Jaws of Life, used the fire hose, and much more!

PTO Recreation at the Park



Pathways to Opportunity was invited to conduct
recreation sessions for our participants at the
Harold Avenue Recreation Center in Port Charlotte.
Their staff is learning to host similar community
programs for individuals with disabilities in Charlotte
County.

 

Events
 

Goodwill is gearing up for our 13th Annual Golf Classic Fundraiser. This fun golf tournament will
be held on May 2nd at the Verandah Country Club. Register now to reserve a spot for your
foursome, or register as a single player and meet some fellow golfers. The shotgun scramble
begins at 8:30 am.

https://www.facebook.com/PathwaystoOpportunity?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXmF75zx1VQchu_ZeEm68o599jpu604TRh_2NzwaAG9CX2SYhaXsHR_G68fC1G_s9ehe7NhMVePjWLAowovgacp9WCsPxYDPtz68x92jwUsNGa9Z65n8RT8k5D_zZAWNjqew-5dxBU8_0CVrW-XNLDNpUC_30oDnk8a1Qyw1GCV_UdS4mTKrGx6ZYBxsPrJqXAA6pvBPQHoFQA8lgrMlfm7&__tn__=-%5DC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/Harold-Avenue-Recreation-Ctr-117732204954554/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXmF75zx1VQchu_ZeEm68o599jpu604TRh_2NzwaAG9CX2SYhaXsHR_G68fC1G_s9ehe7NhMVePjWLAowovgacp9WCsPxYDPtz68x92jwUsNGa9Z65n8RT8k5D_zZAWNjqew-5dxBU8_0CVrW-XNLDNpUC_30oDnk8a1Qyw1GCV_UdS4mTKrGx6ZYBxsPrJqXAA6pvBPQHoFQA8lgrMlfm7&__tn__=kC%2CP-y-R


Register

 
Upcoming Small Business Classes

 
Looking to take your small business to the next level? Goodwill SWFL's MicroEnterprise program
is the perfect opportunity to develop your skills and gain the knowledge you need to succeed.
With a comprehensive 6-week course tailored specifically to small business owners, you'll learn
everything you need to know to grow your business and achieve your goals. Don't miss out on
this chance to take your business to new heights - sign up for MicroEnterprise today!

For more information, contact  Sandra at (239) 995-2106 Ext. 2304, or email
sandraplazas@goodwillswfl.org.

 
Retail News

Community Appreciation Day Sale
40% off donated at three retail stores on

Saturday, April 20th!

Goodwill SWFL shoppers get 40% off their purchases of donated goods at these three Goodwill
retail stores: North Fort Myers, LaBelle, and Pine Ridge in Naples on Saturday, April 20th.

https://www.eventcreate.com/e/goodwill2024golfclassic
mailto:sandraplazas@goodwillswfl.org


  Bonita Commons Grand Opening

Our new Bonita Commons Goodwill had its
official ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday,
March 7th. Come in and check it out. The new
Goodwill is located at 25987 South Tamiami
Trail in Bonita Springs.

Winner of the TV at the Bonita
Commons Grand Opening

We have a winner!!! Angel Mendieta won
the new 65" flat-screen TV raffled off
during the Grand Opening of our new
Bonita Commons Goodwill. If you haven't
seen this Goodwill yet, you should check
it out! It's beautiful! It's located at 25987
S. Tamiami Trail in Bonita Springs.

Open Easter Sunday

Goodwill stores will be open on Sunday,
March 31st. Rumor has it that the Easter
Bunny will be making an appearance at
select Goodwill stores. You are welcome
to take pictures and Bunny has treats.



 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. l (239) 995-2106 l email l website

Stay Connected

Don't forget to leave a review on Facebook or Google if you've visited
one of our locations recently. 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. Has recieved a Platinum rating by GuideStar Charity Navigatior
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141. Our charitable contributions/solicitation registration # is
CH1930. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE
OF FL. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. PLEASE VISIT www.800helpfla.com FOR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida | 5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers, FL 33905
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