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Our Mission: Committed to serving people with disabilities and disadvantages by 
offering life-changing opportunities to achieve independence. 

 

  

End of Year Giving 
 

 

 

Give the gift of opportunity this year by making a donation to Goodwill SWFL mission programs! Your financial 

contribution will go to support Hurricane Ian relief in our community.   

Donate Now!  

 

 

  

Festival of Trees Wrap Up 
 

Our 16th Annual Festival of Trees fundraiser has wrapped for 2022. Thank you to everyone who made this year's event 
exciting and successful from our sponsors to spectators. It was truly a magical event. 

16th Annual Festival of Trees 
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People's Choice Awards 
 

 

Best All Around & Mayor's Choice was awarded to the Great 
Southwest Florida Regent's Council, National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) tree "Celebrating Stars & Stripes 
Forever." 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Most Creative went to the Trinity Commercial Group 
with their "Red & White Win(e)terland tree. 

 

 

 

Most Traditional went to the B & I Contractors tree 
"Making Spirits Bright." 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 
Most 
Desired 
Tree 
 
The 
numbers 
are in! 
Staging 
Matters 
“Gnome 
for the 
Holidays” 
tree had 
the most 
raffle 
submissio
ns! Congr
atulations 
Staging 
Matters.  

 
We sold over 5,000 raffle tickets this year and we are 
grateful for all our tree designers! Looking forward to next 
year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Special Thanks! 
 
A big shout out to Two Men & a Truck who volunteer their trucks and team to make the deliveries effortless for us every year 
at Festival of Trees. Thank you! We couldn't do it without you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Golisano Children's Hospital received 
the "Very Beary" Tree 
 
Every year, it is our special pleasure to deliver the "Very 
Beary" tree to the Golisano Chrildren's Hospital. This tree 
is made up of stuffed animals and toys donated by the 
community. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mission Moments 
 

  

Gifts for Goodwill Families 
 
With nearly 1,000 employees here in SWFL, many of our 
Goodwill staff suffered loss and damages due to Hurricane Ian. 
Lourdes Forste, the Goodwill SWFL Employee Resource 
Specialist, collected merchandise and toys to give out to Goodwill 
employees and their families who requested assistance. It's all part 
of the Goodwill Investing in Valued Employees program (GIVE). 
 
"Cape Coral Christian church donated money so I could 
complete getting what was needed. I ended up serving 59 
Goodwill families and 191 children," stated Lourdes. 
 
Thanks to everyone who helped make Christmas a bit 
brighter for these families. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Chandler Ciccarello at home above, and with 

Kindness & Giving Even After Loss 
 
"Chandler Ciccarello and her family are a great family. Even after 
losing their entire house to Ian, they were so generous, and willing 
to conduct a Christmas drive for us," explains Lourdes Forste, the 
Goodwill Employee Resource Specialist. 



her friends who supported the donation drive to 
the right. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Lehigh ESL Students Graduate 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are held 
at the Goodwill Community Resource Center in 
Lehigh. On December 13th, they held their graduation 
and holiday celebration. These students are learning to 
speak English in order to eliminate barriers to 
advancement. 
 
The ESL Professor Bernardo and an admission 
representative from Hodges University were speakers 
at this event. Goodwill Community Support Services 
staff attended. 
 
For information on more advanced ESL Hodges Direct 
classes at Goodwill CRCs click here. 

 

 

For more information on the ESL classes at the Goodwill Community 
Resource Center in Lehigh Acers, contact Amalia Cruz at (239) 369-

4774. 
 
 

 

  

 

 

The Clewiston CRC is located inside of the Goodwill store at 957 W. Sugarland 
Highway. 

 

Coming Together to Support 
Clewiston 
 
Goodwill has many nonprofit community partners. 
Working collaboratively is the best way to support 
our local community. On Wednesday, Dec 21st, 
the Salvation Army donated food and we were able 
to do a food and gift distribution in our Clewiston 
Community Resource Center (CRC) to bring a bit 
of joy and relief to folks for the holidays. 
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Goodwill Voucher Program Ends Dec 31 
 
Anyone who received Goodwill Hurricane Relief 
Vouchers has until December 31, 2022 to redeem them 
at any of our Southwest Florida Retail stores.  Goodwill 
SWFL will still be assisting those in need. For 
assistance, contact your local Goodwill Community 
Resource Center for help. Click here for locations and 
info. 

 

 

Fernanda Geronimo and Estrella Rodriquez, two Goodwill 
CRC coordinators providing vouchers. 

 

Donate for Hurricane Relief 

 

 

  

 

Spanish Classes offered at the Opportunity Center 
 
To help those who are English-only speaking and who want to learn to 
communicate in Spanish, Goodwill is offering Spanish classes at the Fort 
Myers Community Resource Center (located at 5100 Tice Street), every 
Tuesday from 3pm - 4pm. 
 
Many Goodwill SWFL administrative staff are taking the class to help 
better communications with employees and our community.  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Free Resume Writing Workshops 
 

Goodwill Helping to Strengthen the Community 
 
When it comes to education, hands-on job skills training and career 
navigation planning, Goodwill is a great place to seek assistance. 
Goodwill provides FREE skills training, placement services, and 
referrals people need to reach their goals. 
 
Here is a snapshot of what our Community Resource Centers look like. 
These individuals are receiving assistance at our Bonita Spring CRC. 
Resume writing workshops, digital skills classes, help with online job 
search and application assistance is just some of the free services 
offered by Goodwill SWFL. 
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 Online Orientation for new Goodwill employees 
 

 

Free Digital Skills Classes 
 

For information or address of the Goodwill Community Resource Center closest to you, click here 
 

  

 

Thank You! 
 

 

  

First Citizens Bank provided a 
financial grant to Goodwill Industires 
of Southwest Florida to support the 
Goodwill voucher program. Our 
hurricane Ian recovery efforts align 
with First Citizen's Economic 
Development initiative, helping 
improve local economies with 
voucher relief for Hurricane Ian 
survivors. 
 
Grant funds from First Citizens will 
help those severely impacted by 
Hurricane Ian acquire basic 
necessities such as clothes and 
shoes as well as begin replenishing 
household items lost in the storm.  

 

 

PNC Foundation pledged $25,000 to 
Goodwill Industries of Southwest 
Florida in support of its Opportunity 
Accelerator program. OA is a 
mentorship program offered through 
Goodwill that individualizes the 
delivery of digital skills, job 
placement and career training 
services to each job seeker and 
career advancer in low-to-moderate 
income communities.  
 
Goodwill helps people facing 
challenges find employment, 
including people with disabilities, 
veterans and military families, youth 
and young adults, older workers, 
people reintegrating into society and 
others working to advance their 
careers. 

 

 

In the wake of Hurricane Ian and its 
devastating impact on our area, the 
Collier Community Foundation has 
reactivated the Collier Comes 
Together Hurricane Fund to benefit 
SWFL nonprofit relief efforts and 
programs to get funds where they 
are needed most. 
 
Goodwill Industires of Southwest 
Florida received a $2,500 grant from 
CCF for Hurricane Relief Vouchers. 
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Community Foundation Funds ESL 
 
Goodwill SWFL, in partnership with the Literacy Council, was provided 
a $5,000 grant from the Community Foundation to provide free 
English as a Second Language (ESL) classes throughout 2023 at the 
Cape Coral Community Resource Center (CRC) located at 3226 Del 
Prado Blvd. 
 
Classes are available to anyone in the community, but those facing 
challenges and disadvantages are the targeted population. This 
initiative is to further the Literacy Council’s mission, “to assist adults 
and children to acquire the English literacy skills and education 
necessary to improve their quality of life and enhance the entire community.”  

 

 
 

 

 

For more information about finaincial gifts to help support community programs and services, contact Ashley at (239) 995-2106 
Ext. 2213, or visit https://goodwillswfl.org/Donate 

  
  

New Social Skills/Transitional Living Skills Group 

 for Young Adults 
 

 

 

  

New monthly club for young adults needing 
social skills development and transitional life 
skills is being offered every 2nd Thursday of 
the month from 6pm - 7:30pm at the Charlotte 
County Community Resource Center located at 
the Kings Highway Goodwill (24123 Peachland 
Blvd., Port Charlotte). 
 
Next meeting is January 12, 2023. This is a 
FREE club to help fill the gaps in available 
services. 
 
January meet up will begin with an ice breaker 
& games. Parents are welcome to stay for 
networking. 
 
Email info@goodwillswfl.org for more 
information. 

 

  

Retail News 
 

  

Island Park Goodwill Reopens 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ClsInjiTiGF2fvviKTngMdtf2nHsR5tSFkusZEDKroiihDxE_MjwGNtjnJFHhAHVq12GdnWES33hQUp13Coyxd0olJl22I4JUCG4rGEg96H0wiQpDnGyOSx201Z8U4MX7kn--ItG_lB3hZZfgdA5PwTJ-uYtQVHR&c=QlXYRDVpnd9UySfPY04K0kC-Ws3LiL1n4VUSiQiGNdOMSfMcAW3Efg==&ch=DGY-MJ2EGYuot7TgqIUMwboS911G_Alh514-Hx9PnDiGUjAcmlo3cQ==
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We were finally able to get the repairs done after Hurricane Ian completely flooded the Island Park Goodwill. Doors opened on 
Wednesday, December 21st, to many happy shoppers. The store looks beautiful and is packed with great merchandise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dec 26th - VIP Perk Exclusive Sale! 
VIP Perk members, shop on Monday, December 26th and get 40% off your purchases of donated goods. This is an 
EXCLUSIVE VIP PERK sale, and includes both blue boutiques (downtown Fort Myers & Ave Maria). 
 
*Sale excludes the Goodwill Outlet at 5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers, and new goods. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for VIP Perks 

 

 

  

 

Check it out! 

New Goodwill Opening! 
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New Naples Goodwill Opening in 2023 
 
We are now hiring Full Time and Part Time staff for our new Naples Park Goodwill located at 10455 Tamiami Trail. Our 
Mobile Goodwill will be onsite from 9am - 2pm from Jan 3 - Jan 6th and Jan 16 - Jan 20th to help people with the 
applications. To apply, clink on the link below to fill out the online application, or visit one of our Community Resource 
Centers to get assistance. 
 
Jobs at Goodwill SWFL 

 

Job Fairs 
 

Helping people get work is something Goodwill has done since 1902. We are hosting an upcoming Job Fair on Thursday, 
December 29th from 10AM - 1PM at the Goodwill Community Resource Center located at 5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers. 
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Another upcoming job fair will be at the Goodwill Community Resource Center in LaBelle on January 26th from 10am - 1pm. 
Mutiple companies representated. Bring copies of your resume. 

 

 

 

 

 



Classes 
 

  

American Sign Language Classes 
 

ASL (American Sign Language) classes will begin at the Goodwill Opportunity Center (5100 Tice Street, Fort Myers) on 
Wednesday, Jan 11th. Classes run every Wednesday from 2:30pm - 4pm. To register, call (239) 461-0334 or email 
info@dhhc.life. The five-week course is $75. 

 

 

 

  

 



BACHELOR’S IN ORGANIZATIONAL MANAGEMENT 
 

The Wheel is a comprehensive and customized learning structure that offers an unmatched educational experience by attending 
classes once a week with other like-minded professionals. This is a program designed specifically for working professionals 
who want to advance their careers by completing their Bachelor’s degree in as little as one year. Your previously earned 
credits from another institution can make this possible. This new Hodges Direct program launching in Charlotte County at the 
Goodwill Community Resource Center in Port Charlotte. Email Admissions@Hodges.edu or call (239) 938-7744 for details. 

 

 

 

  

 

Small Business Classes 
 

2023 Small Business classes available in Fort Myers begining Feb 6 and at Cape Coral begining Feb 27th. Call (239) 995-2106 
Ext 2215 to reserve a seat. Class size is limited and they fill fast. 

 



 



 

 

  

  

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. l (239) 995-2106 l email l website 
 

  

 

Stay Connected 
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Don't forget to leave a review on Facebook or Google if you've visited one of our 
locations recently.  

 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. Has recieved a Platinum rating by GuideStar Charity 
Navigatior https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141. Our charitable contributions/solicitation registration # is CH1930. A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FL. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. PLEASE VISIT www.800helpfla.com FOR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION. 
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