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Our Mission: Committed to serving people with disabilities and
disadvantages by offering life-changing opportunities to achieve

independence.

Meet one of our
Breakthrough Award Winners

Breakthrough Volunteer
Steve Johnson

Steve Johnson has worked as a product
manager for two very large corporations
and co-founded a multi-million-dollar high-
tech business, which he helped start from
scratch. Now that he is retired, he
volunteers his time by sharing his business
experience with Goodwill’s MicroEnterprise
students.
 
“I see them come in the door all google-
eyed thinking, what did I get myself into ,
and about midway through the course they
say, I got it!” says Steve. “That’s the ah-ha
moment, and when they complete the
course they are confident people. That’s
my satisfaction.”
 
MicroEnterprise is a 6-week small business
program that helps local entrepreneurs take
that next step into creating a small
business.

“A student comes to us and has a business
idea, but we help them get it down on
paper,” Steve explains. “The end product is
what we call a feasibility plan which is
about 70% of a business plan. At that point,

Steve Johnson, MicroEnterprise Coach

“It was tough. It’s a rigorous class,” said
Steve. “The course is beautifully designed
and skillfully executed by the staff.”
 
Steve is dedicated to making a difference,
reserving several days a week just to focus
on MicroEnterprise. He says, volunteering
as a coach is very rewarding.
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ideally, they will get linked up to a SCORE
mentor who will help them turn that
feasibility plan into a business plan and
execute it.”
 
Even though Steve spent his career
developing products and taking them to
market, he felt taking the class first would
help him coach it more successfully.

“I’ve been a coach now about 5 years. I will
tell you that it’s been satisfying. It’s been
fun. It’s been challenging,” laughed Steve.
“And, when the teaching team goes home
at night, we are in high spirits. As we are
walking out the door, there is a smile on
everyone’s face and we are sharing little
quips. It’s fun.” 

Mission Moments
October is Disability Employment Awareness Month

Goodwill SWFL is proud to celebrate
National Disability Employment Awareness
Month (NDEAM). NDEAM provides
a chance for us to recommit ourselves to
dismantling barriers to access and inclusion
in the workplace. People with disabilities
are a dependable and valuable workforce
who have higher rates of employee
retention, which reduces hiring and training
costs. We will continue to advocate for
policies that result in increased
employment opportunities and supports for
people with disabilities. 

Trailways Camp (October 11 - 14, 2021)

Trailways Camp for adults with disabilities in Southwest Florida provides overnight
camping sessions where campers enjoy fishing, canoeing, arts and crafts, swimming,
campfires, nature walks, and much more. Goodwill SWFL has been the service provider
for the Trailways Camps since October 2012, and serves 60 campers annually at our
overnight camping sessions. The camp is held at the Riverside Retreat Center in LaBelle.

https://www.flriverside.org/


Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Graduation

This is the 12th class from the
ASE-G1 training course offered
through Goodwill SWFL. These
students wanted to earn their
Automotive Service Excellence
(ASE) GI certification to help
them land a better job, get a pay
increase, or start their own
business. Thank you to Hodges
University for hosting our class.

"Let's Get Back to Work" Collier County Job Fair

Today, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
more than 25 employers looking
for immediate hires did on-the-
spot interviews at the Golden
Gate Community Center in
Naples.

The event is sponsored by
Goodwill Industries of Southwest
Florida, the Collier County
Housing Authority and Hunger &
Homeless Coalition of Collier
County.

Retail News
New Boutique in
Ave Maria

Join us for the Grand
Opening of a brand
new upscale boutique
in the town center of
Ave Maria. Official



ribbon-cutting ceremony
is at 10am on
Wednesday, October
27th, with doors
opening immediately
afterwards. Come see
all of the beautiful
merchandise from
vintage home decor to
designer labels. Be the
first to score a fantastic
deal on a one-of-a-kind
buy.

Shop Goodwill for a great DIY Halloween costumes & decor!



Sponsorship Opportunities

This newsletter reaches over 50,000 SWFL individuals!
​That is just the start - grow your business today! 

When you become a Partner in Opportunity, your business will have exposure to our
Southwest Florida Community through various outlets. Along with marketing benefits, your
tax-deductible sponsorship will empower individuals with disabilities and disadvantages as
they come one step closer to independence. With year-round promotional opportunities,
customizable donation packages, and three major events to chose from, becoming a
Partner will help your business reach your marketing and philanthropy goals. 

Make an Impact Today! For more information,
​contact Ashley Price Swick

by calling 239-271-5200, or by email at
ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org

15th Annual Festival of Trees Get ready for the holidays! Share
your business with over 50,000
individuals in Southwest Florida. 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/GMxV4ke_gZTCbxYorpxaJg?t=1613413987
mailto:ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org


We are getting ready to spread holiday joy
in December with our annual fundraiser,
the Festival of Trees!

We are preparing for four days of
celebration in partnership with Sidney
Berne Davis Art Center, and we need your
help! When you become a Festival of Trees
sponsor, you support the mission of
Goodwill, and the SBDAC as our
organizations provide services for our local
community. In addition, you or your
company will receive numerous
promotional opportunities throughout the
year.

​If you are interested in learning more, email
Ashley Price Swick at
ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org. 

Events

mailto:ashleyprice@goodwillswfl.org


Community Appreciation Day, Saturday, October 23rd from 8am - 8pm at Lehigh
Goodwill, Outdoor DJ, Food Trucks, Halloween candy, first 100 shoppers get a $10

gift card! 50% off all donated and 25% off new mattresses.
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Stay Connected

Don't forget to leave a review on Facebook or Google if you've visited
one of our locations recently. 

Goodwill Industries of Southwest Florida, Inc. Has recieved a Platinum rating by GuideStar Charity Navigatior
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141. Our charitable contributions/solicitation registration # is CH1930.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF FL.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. PLEASE VISIT www.800helpfla.com FOR OFFICIAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION.

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/59-6196141
http://www.800helpfla.com/

